globalization vs. localization many Chinese cultural elites still saw the adoption of Western political values as prerequisite to China becoming a strong nation.5 In the 1990s, during the era of Jiang Zemin 江泽民 (*1926), politicians and the people in mainland China began to rediscover their own cultural traditions. Following the example of politicians in Southeast Asia, for example the former president of Singapore Lee Kuan Yew (Li Guangyao) 李光耀 (*1923), leaders in mainland China searched for new spiritual support for the nation in Confucianism.6 In 1994, a global organization named International Confucian Association (Guoji Rulian 国际儒联) was founded with the support of the governments of China and other East Asian countries.7 Today, Confucius is venerated in the People's Republic as a great thinker, philosopher, and educator, who combines the roles of cultural idol, national patron, and cultural ambassador. In the wake of this renewed veneration, Confucianism and its contribution to modernity have again become the subject of scholarly debate,8 while annual offering rituals to Confucius have been reinstated or revitalized in many places and are often performed on a large scale.9 Government-sponsored Confucius Institutes (Kongzi Xueyuan 孔子学院) promote Chinese language and culture across the world.10 The veneration of Confucius and the rediscovery of Confucian values is one aspect of how China seeks to meet the challenges of economic and cultural globalization.
I have been investigating the revival of the cult of Confucius in my hometown Quzhou 衢州 (Zhejiang 浙江 province) since 2005. On three occasions I visited the city to carry out extensive fieldwork.11 Quzhou is home to a second family temple of Confucius' descendents. The original one is in Qufu 曲阜 in Shandong 山东 province. Since 2000, the annual offering ritual to Confucius is held at the Family Temple of the Southern Lineage of the Kong Clan (Kongshi Nanzong Jiamiao 孔氏南宗家庙) by order of the local government in Quzhou, on the 28 September. Confucius' statues are on display in 
